CHAPTER XVII
THE LEOPOLDINA RAILWAY
SOUTH AMERICA has constituted a happy hunting-ground
for the railway engineer determined to carry out his con-
quest with steam and steel in the face of all opposition on
the part of Nature. The famous Oroya line is described
in another part of this volume, but on the eastern side of
the continent is another railway which is equally as remark-
able, and which constitutes one of the most interesting
engineering achievements in this particular field of en-
deavour south of the Equator. Indeed, in many respects
it ranks as one of the most interesting lines in the world.
This is the Leopoldina railway, which, with its hub rest-
ing on the Atlantic seaboard, has its tentacles spreading
through the provinces of Rio, Minaes and Espirito Santo
to the extent of some 1,500 or more miles. In reality it is
a combination of many units. In the 'sixties of the nine-
teenth century, Brazil resolved to criss-cross its territory
with steel, and short lengths of line were laid on all sides,
But the finances of the country became so strained from
internal troubles and the decline in the price of coffee that
money could not be spared to build or to operate railways
successfully. An English company was organised, there-
fore, to take over a number of these individual roads, and
they were combined into a homogeneous whole to form
the Leopoldina system.
When the Englishmen entered into possession they
found a sorry state of things, The finances were in a
hopelessly involved tangle, and months elapsed Before they
were straightened out. The tracks likewise were in a piti-
able Condition of decay. They had been built cheaply, and
had suffered severely from the innumerable enemies to rail-1
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